But more commonly cicatricial contraction of the skin resulting from burns etc., or an intramuscular abscess or gumma, may be the startingpoint of the malady.
There is yet a third class of torticollis?the spasmodic. In this the contracture is due to irritation to some part of the nervous arc supplying the muscles of the neck. These cases are more complicated because of the complexity of the responsible cause or causes; and, secondly, because the sternomastoid is rarely affected alone, but it is usual to find also contractures of some of the muscles of the posterior triangle of the neck. The simplest is to apply a plaster of Paris splint, which is made after the manner of a Bavarian splint for the leg, so that it can be taken off daily and massage and passive movement can be applied. In the acquired forms a cure can only be obtained by getting rid of the cause. In contracture due to cicatrisation, a plastic operation, the details of which will depend in each case upon the paiticulai condition found, will probably be necessary, and the aftertreatment is the same as that described for the congenital variety.
